
 

The August 17, 2023 TDXS monthly meeting will be at the Tracy Gee Community Center, and it will be 
both in-person and ZOOM. As a reminder, Tracy Gee is located at 3599 Westcenter Dr., between 
Richmond Ave. and Westpark Dr. The meeting will start at 7:00 p.m., as usual, and some may wish to 
have a pre-meeting dinner at Pappas BBQ, located at Westheimer and S. Gessner Rd. 

The program will be presented by Robie Elms AJ4F. His presentation will be “Obtaining ARRL Awards 
With QSL Cards.” Robie has spent some time delving into the rather complicated process by which both 
paper QSL confirmations and LOTW confirmations are entered into a DXCC Award Record. You may be 
surprised by some of the pitfalls. 

This meeting will be recorded, but please make an effort to attend the live meeting.  

For those who choose to attend via ZOOM, the details are below. 

Please let me know if you intend to be at Tracy Gee, so I can get a suitable sized room. 
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In case you didn’t notice, something has changed with the BS...I have delet-

ed the “Prez ‘sez” and “DX Chairman” reports from the TOC and the body. 

Why did I do this? Because it seemed silly and ridiculous for me to keep 

posting them every month if no one will step up to takes these officer’s posi-

tions. Well, I guess it does make the BS Newsletter file a bit smaller. Maybe 

someone will be happy about that, but not me. We have been needing some-

one to fill these slots for a very, very long time now. Anyone willing to belly 

up to the bar? 

 

I want to thank Rick Hiller for sending me the article on Madison Electron-

ics…I have a lot of fond memories of going there. One in particular is after I 

upgraded from Novice to Advanced (when I took the General license..why 

not go for Advanced which I found to be easier anyway), I had my parents 

take me to Madison’s to buy my first real HF rig with my Bar Mitzvah mon-

ey (after the HW-16 that I botched the soldering job on and had to have Tom 

Taormina fix for me). It was a brand new Henry Radio Tempo One! I really 

loved that rig. Well anyway, when we went to buy it, I notified my parents 

that it required a power supply, too. Something I didn’t have the money for. 

After I told them the radio wouldn't work without it, they just had to buy it 

for me. Pretty clever, huh? 

 

Hope to see you at the meeting this Thursday! 

73/161, Allen N5XZ 

Editor’s Note by Allen Brier N5XZ 
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Date: July 20, 2023 

Location:     ZOOM Virtual Meeting 

 

The July 2023 TDXS meeting was over ZOOM. There were 20 participants: Doug W9LCQ, Orville K5VWW, Rick 

W5RH, Madison W5MJ, Robert K5PI, Susan K5DU, Gerald K9GEM, Jim N5DTT, Larry KB5PNU, Tom KG5RXE, 

Deroy AA5R, Don N5DD, Duane AC5AA, Jeff W5JEF, John K5EC, Leslie AD5WB, Mark K5GQ, Mark K5MGJ, 

Mike W9MC, and Steven N5NAA. 

 

 Agenda: 

Field Day 2023 –  

Quad Club effort – TDXS, BVARC, KARS, UHARC 

 10A plus 6m, GOTA and satellite 

Over 4600 contacts (SSB & digital up, CW down) 

Raw score 14864 + bonus points 

Bill Bradford TDXS #14 (1972) – SK 

See July Bullsheet for remembrances of Bill 

Texas QSO Party 2023 - September 16-17 

 

Program – “On the Road Again – Getting Your Mobile Ready for TQP” by Madison Jones W5MJ. Madison led a 

very entertaining and informative discussion of the history of the Texas QSO Party, as well as lots of pointers 

on mobile operation. He was aided by other veteran rovers, including Robert K5PI and Mike W9MC. If you 

are thinking of going mobile this year you need to watch this program. 

The video from this meeting is available on the TDXS YouTube channel (TDXS Monthly Meeting July 20, 
2023 - YouTube). 

 

Submitted August 7, 2023 

Doug Seyler W9LCQ 

TDXS Secretary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6OdX8B_OVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6OdX8B_OVg
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Contest Chairman Report—by Jim Burrough N5DTT 
August 

5 10-10 International Summer Contest, SSB 

 North American QSO Party, CW 

12 Worked All Europe DX Contest, CW 

 Maryland-District of Columbia QSO Party 

19 North American QSO Party, SSB 

20 ARRL Rookie Roundup, RTTY 

26 World-wide Digi Dx Contest 

 W/VE Islands QSO Party 

 Ohio QSO Party 

 Hawaii QSO Party 

 Kansas QSO Party 

September 

2 CW Ops CW Open 

 All Asia DX Contest, SSB 

 Russian RTTY WW Contest 

 Colorado QSO Party 

3 Tennessee QSO Party 

9 ARRL September VHF Contest 

WAE DX Contest, SSB 

 Alabama QSO Party 

16 Texas QSO Party 

 Iowa QSO Party 

 Washington State Salmon Run (QSO Party) 

 New Jersey QSO Party 

 New Hampshire QSO Party 

23 CQ WW DX Contest, RTTY 

 Maine QSO Party 
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Contest Chairman Report—by Jim Burrough N5DTT 
TDXS members participated in several contests in July. Here is their score information as it was 

found in the 3830scores.com website: 

RAC Canada Day Contest   2023   Jul 1 

Single Op HP 

Call Remote CW Qs Ph Qs CW Mults Ph Mults Op Time Score Club 

W5GCX    22 9 12  7  2.5  6,840 TDXS 

 Single Op Assisted LP 

Call Remote CW Qs Ph Qs CW Mults Ph Mults Op Time Score Club 

N5DTT     7 10 7  8  2  3,450 TDXS 

 

IARU HF World Championship   2023   Jul 8 

SOAB(A)CW HP 

Call Remote CW Qs Ph Qs Zones HQ Mults Op Time Score  Club 

N5XZ      500 0 54 47  4:22  193,112 TDXS 

K5TIA      250 0 46 54  9  87,800 TDXS 

AF5J      80 0 15 24  2:47  10,563 TDXS 

KØNM     51 0 20 22  3  8,946  TDXS 

 SOAB(A)CW LP 

Call Remote CW Qs Ph Qs Zones HQ Mults Op Time Score  Club 

KG5U      671 0 115 101  19.67  488,808 TDXS 

 SOAB(A)Mixed LP 

Call Remote CW Qs Ph Qs Zones HQ Mults Op Time Score  Club 

N5DTT     19 63 55 27  8  12,648 TDXS 

 SOABCW HP 

Call Remote CW Qs Ph Qs Zones HQ Mults Op Time Score  Club 

K5GQ      1 38 0 19 36  5.5 29,260 TDXS 

 SOABMixed HP 

Call Remote CW Qs Ph Qs Zones HQ Mults Op Time Score  Club 

W5GCX     3 4 109 19 31  3.5 26,050 TDXS 
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Contest Chairman Report—by Jim Burrough N5DTT 
CQ Worldwide VHF Contest   2023   Jul 15 

SOAB LP 

Call Remote QSOs Mults Op Time Score  Club 

WB5TUF  x 130 69   10,212 TDXS 

N5EKO   72 47   4,089  TDXS 

 SOSB/6 HP 

Call Remote QSOs Mults Op Time Score  Club 

W5PR     170 98 15.5  16,660 TDXS 

K5TIA     38 27 5  1,026  TDXS 

 SOSB/6 LP 

Call Remote QSOs Mults Op Time Score Club 

N5DTT    39 22 12  858 TDXS 

 

YOTA Contest   2023   Jul 22 

SO3B HP 

Call Remote CW Qs Ph Qs Mults Op Time Score Club 

K5TIA      28 0 24 4  2,136 TDXS 

 SOAB HP 

Call Remote CW Qs Ph Qs Mults Op Time Score Club 

W5GCX   1 2 17 20 2.5  3,600 TDXS 

AF5J      6 0 6 :50  108 TDXS 

  

IOTA Contest   2023   Jul 29 

SO12SSB HP 

Call Remote CW Qs CW Mults Ph Qs Ph Mults Op Time Score Club 

W5GCX     0 0 10 7  2   1050 TDXS 

 

Have a good month, contesting as much as you have the time for. Don’t forget, the Texas QSO Par-

ty is September 16. It is not too early to make plans. 

Jim, N5DTT 
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Madison Electronics Supply – A Reflection by Rick W5RH 

By the Members of TDXS 
Compiled by Rick W5RH 

                                                                                                
 I was just getting back into Ham Radio in the mid to late 80’s.   I would listen to the local 147.32 and 146.36 

repeaters ECHO and TDXS, respectively.  The 36 machine was a treasure trove of Contesting, DX, antennas, 

towers, the Lumber Yard and Candy Store discussions.   All of much benefit to my mid-life, but renewed, ham 

edification.  Thank you to all. 

 

But this is not about me, it is about y’all and others that had the pleasure of knowing Max, Don and David the 

proprietors of Madison Electronics Supply.  Comments, anecdotes and opinions were flourishing in October, 

2022 on the TDXS e-mail reflector.   Below is a compilation of those insertions, abridged slightly, plus addi-

tional relevant information for your pleasure. 

 

Madison Electronic Supply – Location Timeline 

       Established – 1956 

 1956 to 1985 – 1508 McKinney Downtown Houston 

 1985 to June 1990 – 3621 Fannin St.  Change in Telephone number 

 1990 to early 1993 – 12310 Zavalla Street  1993 Feb CQ mag -- last advert appearance 

 During all of these years ads appeared in CQ, Ham Radio and 73 magazines  

 

Some abridged comments from TDXS members -- October 2022 
 

Mike N5MT --  OK, I was there to help get the new store ready for business on a volunteer  

basis.   The box that got my attention was not marked with any warnings and 

so I opened it up to see inside and WOW.  I found what looked like a  

Chemistry lab glass tube about 3 or 4 inch in diameter and 12 inches long with two places to empty the tube 

which had rubber stoppers stuck in each. 

Can you guess what silver liquid was in the glass tube that weighed about 5 to 10 pounds?    I have no idea 

where Max found the Mercury.  

 

Bill K2TNO -- Here's a poem for ya: 

LITTLE BILLY FROM THE MIRROR 

LICKED THE MERCURY RIGHT OFF. 

THINKING IN HIS CHILDISH ERROR 

IT WOULD CURE HIS WHOOPING COUGH 

AT THE FUNERAL HIS MOTHER SAID 

TO HER NEIGHBOR MRS. BROWN: 

" 'TWAS A CHILLY DAY FOR BILLY WHEN THE MERCURY WENT DOWN." 



 

Page 7 The Bullsheet 

Madison Electronics Supply – A Reflection by Rick W5RH 
Rick K5GZR - In 1970s or so, Joe WB5CCJ (SK) was building a regulated high voltage sup-

ply using 6AS7s.     Joe bought 4, took them home, and discovered that the filaments were 

open on 2 of them.   So he took them back, found Max, told him the tubes were bad.  Max took 

them from Joe, threw them in the big box with the other 6AS7’s and told Joe to ‘pick out a 

couple more’.     ‘Caveat emptor!’ 

The first Madison Electronics store I went to in the early 1960’s was in a narrow white one-

story building on the west side of Caroline street, just north of Blodgett.  The store had two 

aisles running front to back, with shelves along both outside walls and shelves down the mid-

dle between the two aisles.  Don’t know if they sold anything at that time that wasn’t govern-

ment surplus. 

 

Byron W5FH -- When Max would see you fondling an item that he suddenly decided he 

wanted to keep, the next sentence from his mouth was invariant: "It's not for sale." 

Forgive me here (Ol' Max) but I am compelled to tell.  I will never forget I called one day 

needing a certain 6.3 VCT filament transformer. He told me "Yes, I remember seeing one on a 

parts chassis in the pile. I drove up and dug through the pile and sure enough I found the chas-

sis he was speaking of with the transformer. When I took it up to the counter to pay for it Max 

picked it up and looked it over, then he said "Yes, this is the one, I have been looking for it, 

and I want to keep it" and he put it on the floor behind the counter. I could not persuade him to 

turn loose of it! That was not a good day at Madison's. 

 With that said strictly as a funny story to laugh as I cannot thank both Max and Don for their 

generosity and help over the years. They did a lot for, and helped out, a lot of folks.  

 

Bob N5ET -- Even I can relate... Around 1975 or 76 I called from Beaumont and spoke with 

Max. Yup, we sure do have that TA-33 antenna you want. 

So Linda and I drove over and sure enough, nope, don’t seem to have one. 

Oh well, always enjoyed the visit there on McKinney. 

   
Chuck W5PR -- The story I remember best about Madison Electronics was one Saturday I 

was standing at the front counter talking to Don when a guy in an overcoat walked by who was 

shoplifting a piece of equipment and dragging the cord from the bottom of the coat. As he 

went out, Don said: “Be careful, you might trip over the cord!” 

 

Has anyone mentioned the Madison Electronics warehouse?  Max had to sell it off when his 

lease on the warehouse was not renewed. He let everyone dig through it and make an offer on 

anything they wanted. I was on one of the larger piles with a couple of other guys, all of us 

amazed at the amount of stuff. Don told us we might find anything there and sure enough, to-

ward the bottom, we uncovered an automobile! 
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Madison Electronics Supply – A Reflection by Rick W5RH 
Dave K5GN -- I remember Max’s answer when you called to ask if he had a particular part: 

“Come on down, we’ve got plenty.” Of course, when you got there if they had any it was very 

hard to find! 

 

 
Mike WW5WM -- I was looking around Madison's and Don asked me if I would be interested 

in coming in on weekends to help.  Max sent me to the other building many times to find 

something only he knew was there.  Don was a character unto himself also. More than once we 

worked DX from the station upstairs while I was supposed to be working.  

 

 
Maury W5IO -- A few remembrances. Back in 69 I had just taken and passed my general. My 

dad had taken me to Houston for the test. He then told me we were going to meet up with my 

Uncle Morris.   Morris had made a deal with Max for a Collins 75A2 for me. Max told my dad 

we were getting the family price since our last names were so close. I used that receiver for 25 

years. Wish I still had it as it had the only SSB adapter plugged into the NBFM plug with no 

other mods I've ever seen.  
 

 
A few ads from the various 

publications over the many 

years.  Ads appeared in CQ, 

73 and Ham Radio 
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Madison Electronics Supply – A Reflection by Rick W5RH 
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Madison Electronics Supply – A Reflection by Rick W5RH 
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Solar Cycle Update—by Skip Cameron W5GAI 

SOLAR CYCLE UPDATE:  

This website, Spaceweather.com, began in 1997 with the first stirrings of Solar Cy-
cle 23 (SC23). The timing was right. In the years that followed, SC23 produced 
the strongest solar flare of the Space Age (X45), the infamous Halloween 
Storms of 2003, and multiple episodes of Northern Lights as far south 
as Texas and California. Could it happen again? New Solar Cycle 25 is heading in 
the same direction: 

This summer, sunspot counts have hit their highest values in more than 20 years, 
sharply exceeding official forecasts and putting them squarely in the ballpark of 
Solar Cycle 23. It's just like old times.  

With Solar Max not expected for another year (or more), sunspot counts should 
continue to increase, further widening the gap between Solar Cycle 25 and 
its historically weak predecessor Solar Cycle 24. If, indeed, Solar Cycle 25 does 
leapfrog Solar Cycle 24 and land in the vicinity of Solar Cycle 23, we can expect at 
least 3 to 5 years of high solar activity in the years ahead. Stay tuned. Solar flare 
alerts: 

 https://spaceweather.com 
 

I “stole” this from the TDXS Reflector—I hope Skip doesn’t mind… But I have to admit I 

am a bit disappointed that we haven't seen more good 10m and 6m propagation so far 

this cycle...am I wrong? What do you think???   - Ed. 

https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2003GL019345
https://spaceweatherarchive.com/2021/10/28/the-day-earth-lost-half-its-satellites-halloween-storms-2003/
https://spaceweatherarchive.com/2021/10/28/the-day-earth-lost-half-its-satellites-halloween-storms-2003/
https://spaceweather.com/aurora/gallery_01oct03_page8.html
https://spaceweather.com/aurora/gallery_01oct03_page3.html
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2004GL021664
https://spaceweather.com


 

Please notify the Editor if I have missed any-

one or of any updates: 
 

Frank Wyatt - KC5M  

George Wagner - K5KG  

Bill Wibker - WI5P  

Kirk Kridner - KV5Q  

Randy Thompson - K5ZD  

Brent Levitt - NT5D 
Eric Silverthorn - NM5M  

Trey Garlough - N5KO 

Rick Hall – K5GZR 

Philippe Boucaumont – K5BOU 

TDXS says “HAPPY BIRTHDAY” to these members with birthdays in August:  

President     STILL OPEN!    

VP Membership     Gerald Muller   gmuller885@aol.com 

VP Programs     STILL OPEN!     

Secretary    Doug Seyler, W9LCQ   djseyler at comcast.net 

Treasurer     Keith Dutson, NM5G   keith1 at dutson.net 

Contest Chairman    Jim Burrough, N5DTT  jandpburrough at sbcglobal.net  

Field Day Chairman   Allen Brier, N5XZ   n5xz at arrl.net 

Repeater Chairman    Glenn Anderson, WB5TUF   wb5tuf at arrl.net    

DX Chairman    STILL OPEN!   

Outgoing QSL Manager   Scott Patout, K5DD   k5dd at arrl.net 

Webmaster     Scott Patout, K5DD   k5dd at arrl.net 

Bullsheet Editor    Allen Brier, N5XZ   n5xz at arrl.net 

 

 

DXCC/WAZ/WAS 

QSL Card Checker   Bob Walworth,  N5ET  rwalworth at charter.net 

 

     How to reach US 

  On the World Wide Web http://www.tdxs.net  email address: k5dx@tdxs.net 

         On 2 Meters: 147.96/36 MHz (100 Hz)  On 70cm: 447.00/442.00 MHz (103.5 Hz) 

          DX Cluster—On Packet: Connect to K5DX on 145.71 MHz or telnet via  IP address 75.148.198.113 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/TexasDXSociety/ 

Texas DX Society Board members 
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